   There are 7 main factors in picking a college: Size, Academic Rigor, Course Offerings, Cost, Diversity, 

Location, and Branding. To complete this worksheet, think of this process as a sliding scale (the sentences at 

each side are examples of the extremes). Circle a number between 1 and 5 for each subfactor. 
Size: Student body size plays a factor in how large classes are and if you have access to a teacher or assistant.

	I need professors to be available when I have questions.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	I will find help from others in the class.

	Small classes are a better learning environment.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	It does not matter to me how large the class is.

	I need discussion-oriented lessons.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	I want lecture-oriented lessons.

	I learn best by interacting with others.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	I learn best working alone.

	I need resources to help me (like tutoring).
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	I desire no extra assistance.

	Most of the students in my classes are in my other classes.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	I do not need to be familiar with other    students.


Academic Rigor: Is higher learning for deeper thought, research or for other reasons?
	The school has a scholarly emphasis.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	The school has a balance between the scholastic and social experiences.

	I want complex learning resources centers and libraries. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	I have no need for additional learning resources.

	I am intelligent and like to dig deeper in academic subjects.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	I am fine with a normal amount of academic pressure.


Academic Course Offerings: Is college for exploration or career preparation?
	A college with a lot of different programs 

of study is best for me.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	A college that will prepare me for a specific career in a specific time frame is best.

	I want a broad education so as to
consider several careers.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	I would like to focus on classes that are relevant to my current career interests.


Cost: Cost depend on the location and type of institution one is applying for and your academic preparation, test results, family wealth and resources, and an ability to tap into other available resources.
	Cost is a very important in choosing a college.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	Cost is not important in choosing a college.

	I need a variety of financial options to pay for college.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	Financial aid is not important.

	I would like to go to more expensive college or an out-of-state college if I could find a way.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	Cost is not a factor.


Diversity: This is an ever-changing term that extends beyond, race, religion, ethnicity and tribal affiliation, but also include first generation status, legacy status, income level, gender, and cultural ties.
	It is important that I attend a college where there are men and women.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	I want to attend a college with only my specific gender/sex.

	I need to attend a school that is predominately one

 ethnic/cultural/heritage background.

 I believe people fall within specific social strata.
	1

1
	2

2
	3

3
	4

4
	5

5
	I need to attend a school that is diverse in its ethnic/cultural/heritage background. 

    I believe social status is determined by effort.


Diversity Continued:
	Religious perspective taught in the school is important to me.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	I can find religion outside of the college/university environment.

	I want a college where high moral standards are emphasized.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	I do not want the institution pressuring me.

	I would prefer to associate with others who share my religious background.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	 I prefer to associate with others who do not   

           share my religious background


Location: This earth provides a vast combination of geological features to be inspired by and learn amongst.
	I would like to be familiar with my college’s geographic features.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	I would like to experience a different geographic background.

	               I want to be close to home.
I am content with my routine and norms.

I am not sueded by water or land features. 
 
	 1

1

1


	2

2

2


	3

3

3


	 4
4

4


	5

5

5


	          I want to be far away from home.
I need opportunities to explore new things.

I want to be near the ocean or mountains.




College Brand: What’s a name got to do with the issue at hand?
	The reputation of a college is very important to me.

      I believe a degree from a well-known   
      institution will provide me more opportunities.
	1

1
	2

2
	3

3
	4

4
	5

5
	The reputation is not as important to me as other factors.

A degree is used to separate me from others who do not have one- it matters not it awarded it.


Once a student selects a college and attends a semester, continuing at that school and/or completion of 

a degree are affected by other factor including academic preparation, social connections, safety, and
student life: 

Check all that factors that also important to you:
_____  Most students live on-campus 
_____  Lots of spectator sports
_____  An environmentally-active student body
_____  A large group of support from the community 
_____  Lots of students participate in intramural sports 
_____  Fraternities/sororities are available 
_____  Specialized programs for women/gay/multicultural students 
_____  Lots of weekend activities 
_____  Campus food is good 
_____  A safe campus 
_____  A beautiful campus 
_____  Ramps/easy access to buildings 
_____  Leadership opportunities available
_____  Nice residence halls/living spaces
_____  The college has a sense of community 
_____  College officials give recognition for accomplishments in and outside of class
_____  Where I do not feel like a number
_____  Community service/volunteer opportunities
_____  Alumni-supported school
Summarizing What Kind of College/University I Am Looking For
You have considered multiple qualities or characteristics important in selecting a college of higher learning. In the spaces below, summarize what you have discovered about the qualities you seek and their importance. More specifically, review your responses to each the extreme qualities and write a statement combining some factors. These examples may help you.

Examples: 
1. I'm looking for a small college because I seek contact with professors and opportunities to get involved in lots of athletic activities. Size of the college is very important to me.

2. While not imperative, I would prefer a college with many Catholic students. 

3. All locations are OK but my preference is for colleges in New England.

4. I am looking for a liberal arts and sciences college since I'm still deciding on a career. 

5. It is very important for me to have a balance between academics and social life. I don't want a pressure-cooker college!

6. I should pay particular attention to colleges which either cost less or where I might be eligible for some type of scholarship.

7. I would like a college that cares about the environment.

1. _____________________________________________________________________
 

2. _____________________________________________________________________

 

3. _____________________________________________________________________

 

4. _____________________________________________________________________

 

5. _____________________________________________________________________

 

6. _____________________________________________________________________

 

7. ____________________________________________________________________

